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Helping the Communists

O! the milllons of peopls In Western E rope
who reguiarly vote fot the Communist ticket,
actually no more than a handfuf are «Com-
munists In the strict sense of the term. Evi-
dence of this comes from France, where &
recent survey showed that the vast majority
of the .five million Frenchmen who vbte Com.
munist do so simply In the hope of improving
their living standsrds, ' '

\We may nnte also that in Italy, the mémber-
ship of the Communist Party, at any time,
roughly corresponds with the number of un-
employed. ‘This is not to say that all Ttaly's
unemployed are Communists, or vice-versa, But
as unemployment goés up or down, so com-
munism’s popularity Increases or decreases.

We In Cansda have pledged ourselves to
protect Western Europe from the external
threat of cominunism; that s, from atlack by
Russia and her satellites, But what of the
inteinal threat? \What ot the unemployment
and poverty which nourish communism in the
very countries we are pledged to defend
against 1t? »

For that unemployment and poverty, there
s one reason above All—overpopulation. If
\esiern Furope Is to recover economicaily,
suclally, marally, ite population pressure must
be relieved by large-scale emigration to other
parts ot the world, But that is not happening
now, and there is ttle evidence that It Is going
to happen. 'The Provisional Migration Com-
mittee, which took over from the defunct
International Refugee Organization last year,
reports that the present rate of enigration {s
far below Europe's needs,

This it not because Europeans are unwilling
tn emigrate In large numbers, hut because the
underpopulated countries are unwilling to ac-
cept them, The four big hopes of would.be
emigrants;-Canada, Australia, the United States
and South America —are all cutting down thelr
Jmtnigration programs, Even if they went back
to their fogmer levels ({or example, the 200,000
people Canada ook in Jast year), that would
siill make no more than a dent In Europe's
excess population,

The irony Is that the very countiies which
most need to siphon off population are those
which find it hardest 10 “place” emigrants,
The quota system recently established by Can-
ada savagely discriminates against Itallane,
Yet of all the countries in Western Euope,
ftaly is the one with the worst population prob-
tem. low, under these clredimstances, can we
shake our heads over Communist sirength n
that country? We ave coniributing to It

It we were as anxious to defend Western
Futope internally as we are to defend it exter.
nally, we would encourage largescale immigra.
tion from that part of the world, By so dolng,’.
we would accomplish three things: !

We would improve our own standard ot
living—now much lower than it coukl be
because we are underpopulated and under-
developed;

We would relieve Europe’s population
burden, and (this a prohah!y the most im.
-portant} we would turn non-producers into
producers and consumers,

_An unemployed German or [allan Is neither
a custompr for Canada‘’s goods, nor much of a
customer for those of his own country. But
bring him to Canada, put Canadian tools in his
hands, and he is, in_truth, & new man, Earn
ing the kind of money Canadians &arn, he s &
customer not- only for Canadian products but
for European ones, too, And he is the best
posaible arg against i

It has been sald that the chle! thing which
defeated the Communists In the last Italian
election, was the layjérs from (elends and rela.
tives who had migrated to North Ameriea, For
our own protection, no less than Eutope's, we
must keep those letters rolling,
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